
 

 Quick Reference Chart 
Bell Curve 

  Speech Sound Acquisition by Age 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

P B 
M N 
H W 

K G T 
D F 

Y Blends 
V 

L 

SH  
CH  J 

-ING   
R   

S  Z  
TH 

Phonological Processes 

helpful	website,	
include	speech	bubble		

Process Example Age of 
Elimination 

Backing gog/dog 

Fronting tat/cat 3.5 

Gliding yeyo/yellow 6 

Stopping pan/fan 3.5-5 

Assimilation bub/bus 3 
Cluster 

Reduction 
side/slide 4-5 

Final 
Consonant 

Deletion 

ma/map 3 
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www.thespeechbubbleslp.com  
www.asha.org 
www.tpt.com 

www.stutteringhelp.org 
www.autismspeaks.org 
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1.5-2.0 24 mon 

2.0 – 2.5 28 mon 

2.5 – 3.0 35 mon 

3.0 – 3.75 42 mon 

Level   Age   Pronoun Age 

my, me, 
mine 

24 mon 

I, you, he, 
she, it, 
they 

34 mon 

we, us 38 mon 

words Age 

5-10 12 mon 

50-100 18 mon 

200-300 24 mon 

900+ 36 mon 

1500+ 48 mon 

2500+ 60 mon 

b a s i c  c o n c e p t s  
in, on  under, 

on top 
all, 
one 

same,   
now, 
soon, 
later 

down, 
behind,        
in front 

before 
After    
Some     

Above,  
below,  
more, 
less 

next to, 
between, 
beside, left, 
right, first, 
last 

18 
mon 

24  
mon 

30 
mon 

36   
mon 

46   
mon 

60   
mon  

60  
mon 

60  
mon 

g r a m m a r  
Copulas -ING Aux. 

Verbs 
Plural  -S Sub/verb 

agreement 
3rd Person 
Singular  -S 

Past Tense   
-ED 

Has/Have, 
Did/Does 

Irregular 
Plural and 

Verb 

27 
mon 

28 
mon 

29 
mon 

33 
mon 

36 
mon 

46 
 mon 

48 
mon 

58-60 
mon 

65 
mon 

r e m e m b e r  

Language development 
occurs at different rates.  

These are averages, 
when these skills should 

be present and 
observable, but do not 
have to be necessarily 

mastered.   

Always use professional judgment when 
determining if assessments are needed. 
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*Each solid bar indicates when children 
generally master the specified sounds  
 

INTELLIGIBILITY 
LEVEL AGE 

25-50% 24 MON 
50-75% 36 MON 
100% 48-60 MON 

 

Average 
phrase 
length 

“Understandability” 


